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To provide an interactive video service, a system 
is disclosed comprising a video server (VOD), an 
integrated services digital network (ISDN), and 
customer premises equipment (END) with a 
video telephone (TEL). The video server (VOD) 
has a memory (MEMO) in which a number of 
video signals, e.g., newscasts, are stored, as well 
as a transmitting unit (SEN) and a receiving unit 
(EMP), by means of which it is connected with 
the video telephone (TEL) via the integrated 
services digital network (ISDN). Via the video 
telephone (TEL), the customer calls the video 
server (VOD) to establish a switched connection, 
and selects from among a number of video 
signals available. By means of a control unit 
(CTRL) in the video server (VOD), the selected 
video signal is read from the memory of the video 
server and transmitted in real time over the 
switched connection to the video telephone 
(TEL). The customer can release the connection 
at any time, whereby the transmission of the 
video signal is stoppped. 
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First Office Action 

1 . 0 Under the provision of Art. 35, para. 1 of the Patent Law. the examiner has mode an 
examination as to substance of the captioned patent application for invention 
upon the request for substantive examination filed by the applicant. 
□ Under the provision of Art. 35, para. 2 of the Patent Law, the Chinese Patent Office 
has decided to conduct an examination of the captioned patent application for 
invention on its own initiative. 



2. EI The applicant requests that 

the filing date M n Y 7& 9°°° aHhe 
date of the present application, 



Patent Office be taken as the priority 
IP Patent Office be taken as the 



the filing date ffrptomhiar 13. 2000 at the 
priority date of the present application, 

the filing date at the Patent Office be taken as the priority date of the 

present application, 

the filing date at the 

present application. 



Patent Office be taken as the priority date of the 



0 A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 

initial country of filing has been submitted by the applicant. 
□ A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 

initial country of filing has not been submitted by the applicant. Pursuant to the 
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provision of Article 30 of the Chinese Patent Law, no priority right shall be deemed to 
have been claimed- 



cannot be 



Zn The applicant filed amended application document(s) on 

and . — - 

□ Examination has confirmed that filed on _ 

cannot be accepted, filed on 

accepted; 

as the above amendment(s) □ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Article 33 
of the Chinese Patent Law. □ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 51 of 
the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

4.D The examination is conducted in light of the original application document(s) 
EI The examination is conducted in light of the following application document(s): 



description 



Claim (s) 



page(s) 7-35 in the original application documents submitted 
on the filing date; 

Page(s) __1 submitted on A"9 ust 15. 2001 ; 

Page(s) submitted on _. 1 

1-80 in the original application documents submitted on the 
filing date: 

, submitted on __ 

submitted on 



Figure(s) 



page(s) 1-1 9 _ in the original application documents submitted 
on the filing date; 

Page(s) submitted on , \ 

Page(s) submitted on . ; 

13 Abstract of the description submitted on May 28/ 2QQ1: 

0 Figure to the abstract submitted on MctY 28, 2QQ1.: 

5. □ The present Office Action has been prepared without a search having been 
conducted. 

0 The present Office Action has been prepared with a search having been 
conducted, 

0 The following reference document(s) is/are cited in this Office Action (its/their serial 
number(s) will, continue to be used throughout ^ 
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CN1146686A 


April 2, 1997 


2 


EPO982056A2 


March 1,2000 



6. Concluding comments of the examiner: 
□ On the description: 

□ The content of the application comes within the scope where no patent right 
shall be granted as prescribed in Art. 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of Art. 26, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of Art. 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ The drafting of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18 of 
the Implementing Regulations. 

12 On the claims: 

□ Claim(s) possess(es) no novelty as prescribed in Art. 22, para. 2 of the 

Patent Law. 

ErClaim(s) i-7 *> ^,37.? Q-^ 71 7fi.79.80 possess(es) no inventiveness as 
prescribed in Art. 22, para. 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ ciaim(s) possess(es) no practical applicability as prescribed in Art. 22, 

para. 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ ciaim(s) come(s) within the scope where no patent right shall be granted 

as prescribed in Art. 25 of the Patent Law. 
0 Claim (s) 34. 73 is/are not in conformity with the provision of Art. 26, para. 4 of 

the Patent Law. 

□ ciaim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Art. 31 , para. 1 of the 

Patent Law. 

□ The amendment to Claim(s) is not in conformity with the provision of Art. 33 

of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim (s) is/are not in conformity with the definition of invention in Rule 2, 

para. 1 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ ciaim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 13, para.l of the 

Implementing Regulations. 

0 Claim (s) ft 47 77-80 is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 20 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim (s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 21 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 22 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim (s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 23 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 
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7 In view of the above concluding comments, the examiner holds that: 
" □ the applicant should make amendment to the application document(s) accord.ng 
to the requirements put forward in the text portion of this Office Action. 
0 the applicant should expound in his/its observations why the captioned patent 
application is patentable and make amendment to what is not in conformity with 
the provisions pointed out in the text portion of this Off.ce Action, otherwise, no 
patent right shall be granted. 
□ the patent application contains no substantive content(s) for which a patent nght 
may be granted, if the applicant has no sufficient reason(s) to state or his/its stated 
reason(s) is/are not sufficient, said application will be rejected. 

8 The applicant should pay attention to the following matters: 

(1 ) In accordance with the provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant 
should submit his/its Observations within four months from the date of receipt of 
this Office Action; if, without any justified reason, the time limit for making 
response is not met, the application will be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendments made by the applicant to his application should conform to 
the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law, the amended text should be in 
duplicate and the format should conform to the relevant provisions of the 

Guidelines for Examination. 

(3) The applicant' s Observations or amended text should be mailed or presented 
to the Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office. Document no mailed or 
presented to the Acceptance Section have no legal force. 

(4) Without making an appointment, the applicant and/or agent may not come to 
the Chinese Patent Office to hold an interview with the examiner. 

9. This Office Action consists of the text portion totalling __3__ page(s) and of the 
following annex(es): 

0 2 copies of the reference document(s) cited totalling __L3 — page(s). 



Examination Dept. of Communications- Examiner _ flin Li j un 
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Text of the First Office Action 

Application No. : 0 1 1 1 9800 1 

The present application relates to a server device, terminal device, 
application communication system, method and recording medium. After 
examination, the Examiner hereby gives the following comments: 

1. Claim 1 does not possess inventiveness, being not in conformity with 
the provision of Article 22, para, three, of the Patent Law. Reference 
document 1 (CN1146686A) discloses a service for transmitting video 
film, wherein the video serveT (VDO) comprises a storage unit 
(MEMO) for storing video data, a receiving unit (EMP) for receiving 
user information, and a sending unit (SEN) for sending video 
application based on the received user information (see lines 8-28, 
page 3 of the specification and Fig. 1). Said claim is different from 
reference document 1 only in that, what the memory (MEMO) of 
reference document 1 stores is not an application divided into a 
plurality of sub-applications. However, this feature has been disclosed 
by reference document 2 (EP0982056A2), wherein the memory of IC 
card that provides service information stores the game program that 
acts as one of the applications, and said game application has a 
plurality of sub-applications executable alone such as the sub- 
application that stores game pattern, the sub-application that displays 
the game and the sub-application that receives the user input data (see 
lines 3-9, page 18 of the specification). Thus, reference documents 1 
and 2 have disclosed all the technical features of claim 1. Besides, 
reference document 1 hints that the memory could store other 
contents executable alone such as news, tourism or language tutorial. 
Therefore, those ordinarily skilled in the art could easily associate the 
two reference documents together to obtain the technical solution of 
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said claim. As a result, said claim does not possess inventiveness. 

2. The additional technical features of dependent claims 2-7 are 
common technical measures without substantive feature, so said 
claims do not possess inventiveness, being not in conformity with the 
provision of Article 22, para, three, of the Patent Law. 

3. The meaning of the " pr^.rihed information for each said sub- 
application" in dependent claim 8 is not clear, being not in conformity 
with the provision of Rule 20, para, one, of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Patent Law. 

4. Claim 32 does not possess inventiveness, being not in conformity 
with the provision of Article 22, para, three, of the Patent Law. 
Reference document 1 (CN1146686A) discloses a service for 
transmitting video film, wherein the video server (VDO) comprises a 
storage unit (MEMO) for storing video data, a receiving unit (EMP) 
for receiving user information, a sending unit (SEN) for sending 
video application based on the received user information and a rating 
unit (see line 28, page 4 of the specification: displaying the current 
expense on the screen of the video telephone) (see lines 8-28, page 3 
of the specification and Fig. 1). Said claim is different from reference 
document 1 only in that, what the memory (MEMO) of reference 
document 1 stores is not an application divided into a plurality of sub- 
applications. However, this feature has been disclosed by reference 
document 2 (EP0982056A2), wherein the memory of IC card that 
provides service information stores the game program that acts as one 
of the applications, and said game application has a plurality of sub- 
applications executable alone such as the sub-application that stores 
game pattern, the sub-application that displays the game and the sub- 
application that receives the user input data (see lines 3-9, page 18 of 
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the specification). Thus, reference documents 1 and 2 have disclosed 
all the technical features of claim 32. Besides, reference document 1 
hints that the memory could store other contents executable alone 
such as news, tourism or language tutorial. Therefore, those ordinarily 
skilled in the art could easily associate the two reference documents 
together to obtain the technical solution of said claim. As a result, 
said claim does not possess inventiveness. 

5. Claim 34 states "a second storage unit (123) storing user ID . . . but 
this statement is not consistent with the specification, thus being not 
supported thereby and not in conformity with the provision of Article 
26, para, four, of the Patent Law. 

6. Claim 36 does not possess inventiveness, being not in conformity 
with the provision of Article 22, para, three, of the Patent Law. 
Reference document 1 (CN1146686A) discloses a service for 
transmitting video film, wherein the user terminal (video telephone 
TEL) comprises a receiving unit and a executing unit (see page 3 of 
the specification: displaying the name of the received film and the 
corresponding number for selection on the screen of the video 
telephone) and a requesting unit (see lines 9 and 10, page 3 of the 
specification: using the video telephone to dial the telephone number 
of the video server, creating a switched connection; lines 24-26, page 
3: keying in a predetermined number of video film on the video 
telephone TEL, ... selecting another video film). Said claim is 
different from reference document 1 only in that the service provided 
by reference document 1 is film service instead of sub-applications of 
said claim. However, this feature has been disclosed by reference 
document 2 (EP0982056A2), wherein the game program that 
provides service has a plurality of sub-applications executable alone 
such as the sub-application that stores game pattern, the sub- 
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application that displays the game and the sub-application that 
receives the user input data (see lines 3-9, page 18 of the 
specification). Thus, reference documents 1 and 2 have disclosed all 
the technical features of claim 36. Besides, reference document 1 
hints that service like news, tourism or language tutorial could be 
provided alone. Therefore, those ordinarily skilled in the art could 
easily associate the two reference documents together to obtain the 
technical solution of said claim. As a result, said claim does not 
possess inventiveness. 

7. The additional technical feature of claim 37 has been disclosed in 
reference document 1 (see lines 16-17, page 3: the subject matter 
could be news, tourism or language tutorial). Therefore, said claim 
does not possess inventiveness, being not in conformity with the 
provision of Article 22, para, three, of the Patent Law. 

8. Claim 39 is a system comprising the server device according to claim 
1 and the terminal device according to claim 36. Since claims 1 and 
36 do not possess inventiveness, so claim 39 does not possess 
inventiveness and is not in conformity with the provision of Article 
22, para, three, of the Patent Law, either. 

9. Claims 40-46 are the application communication method 
corresponding to the server device of claims 1-7. Since claims 1-7 do 
not possess inventiveness, so claims 40-46 do not possess 
inventiveness and are not in conformity with the provision of Article 
22, para, three, of the Patent Law as compared with reference 
documents 1 and 2 (for the same reason above). 

10. The meaning of the " prescribed information for each said sub- 
application" in dependent claim 47 is not clear, being not in 
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conformity with the provision of Rule 20, para, one, of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

11. Claim 71 is an application communication method corresponding to 
the server device of claim 32. Since claim 32 does not possess 
inventiveness, so claim 71 does not possess inventiveness and is not 
in conformity with the provision of Article 22, para, three, of the 
Patent Law as compared with reference documents 1 and 2 (for the 
same reason above). 

12. Claim 73 states "a second storing step of storing user ID ... but this 
statement is not consistent with the specification, thus being not 
supported thereby and not in conformity with the provision of Article 
26, para, four, of the Patent Law. 

13. Claim 75 is an application communication method corresponding to 
the server device of claim 36. Since claim 36 does not possess 
inventiveness, so claim 75 does not possess inventiveness and is not 
in conformity with the provision of Article 22, para, three, of the 
Patent Law as compared with reference documents 1 and 2 (for the 
same reason above). 

14. Claim 77 fails to clearly define the steps of the claimed method, thus 
being not in conformity with the relevant provision of Rule 20, para, 
one, of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

15. Claim 78 fails to clearly define the steps of the claimed method, thus 
being not in conformity with the relevant provision of Rule 20, para, 
one, of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

16. Claim 79 is not clear, being not in conformity with the provision of 
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Rule 20, para, one, of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent 
Law. Said claim merely describes the computer's executing steps, 
without clearly defining the structure of the claimed recording 
medium, thus being not in conformity with the provision of Rule 20, 
para, one, of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law (by the 
way, the steps of said claim are identical with those of claim 40, thus 
possessing no inventiveness and being not in conformity with the 
provision of Article 22, para, three, of the Patent Law). 

17. Claim 80 is not clear, being not in conformity with the provision of 
Rule 20, para, one, of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent 
Law. Said claim merely describes the computer's executing steps, 
without clearly defining the structure of the claimed recording 
medium, thus being not in conformity with the provision of Rule 20, 
para, one, of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law (by the 
way, the steps of said claim are identical with those of claim 71, thus 
possessing no inventiveness and being not in conformity with the 
provision of Article 22, para, three, of the Patent Law). 

18. The component names indicated by the reference signs "110" and 
"203" in the parentheses of the Claims are not consistent with those in 
the drawings. 

For the above reasons, the application in the present text cannot be 
granted the patent right. If the applicant could amend the application 
document and rectify the defects in the light of the comments given 
herein within the fixed time limit, the application is hopefully to be 
approved, or it will be rejected. The applicant is advised to note that any 
amendment to the application document should be made in compliance 
with Article 33 of the Patent Law, and not go beyond the disclosure of the 
original Claims and specification. 
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